S30	PRACTICAL HINTS TO	[cH. VII.
Let them pray continually for their country in this
season of national difficulty. We bear upon us but
too plainly the marks of a declining empire. Who
can say but that the Governor of the universe, who
declares himself to be a God who hears the prayers
of his servants, may, in answer to their intercessions,
for a while avert our ruin, and continue to us the
fulness of those temporal blessings, which in such
abundant measure we have hitherto enjoyed6 ? Men
of the world, indeed, however, they may admit the
operation of natural causes, and may therefore con-
fess the effects of religion and morality in promot-
ing the well-being of the community; may yet,
according to their humour-, with a smile of compla-
cent pity, or a sneer of supercilious contempt, read
of the service which real Christians may render to
their country, by conciliating the favour, and calling
down the blessing of Providence. It may appear
in their eyes an instance of the same superstitious
weakness, as that which prompts the terrified inhabi-
tant of Sicily to bring forth the image of his tutelar
saint, in order to stop the destructive ravages of
^Etna. We are however sure, if we believe the
Scripture, that God will be disposed to favour the
nation to which his servants belong; and that, in
fact, such as They have often been the unknown and
unhonoured instruments of drawing down on their
country the blessings of safety and prosperity.
But it would be an instance in myself of that very
false shame which I have condemned in others, if
I were not boldly to avow my firm persuasion, that
to the decline of religion and morality our national
difficulties must both directly and indirectly be chiefly
ascribed; and that my only solid hopes for the well-
ieing of my country depend, not so much on her fleets
6 Vide some exquisitely beautiful lines in the last book of Cow-
per's Task, wherein this sentiment is introduced.

